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Dear Griffin Parents/ Carers  
 
It is a delight to welcome you to our whole School Newsletter today as we still celebrate the fact that we are, once  
more back together on our Griffin site and enjoying lots of socially distanced learning and time together. 
 
As we move into the most beautiful autumnal days we are even more appreciative of spending time with our  
students. We have an exciting year ahead - we will be learning this academic year through the central theme of  
Griffin Goes Green! It’s such a super idea as it relates to so many different ideas - none more significant than our  
Forest in the City (but I will let Louise Black say more about that below) 
May I begin by saying a big ‘thank you’ for your support in helping to get all of our students back safely at Griffin.  
There may be more tricky weeks or even months ahead - we will continue to follow the DfE & TEFAT guidance to  
ensure we keep everyone as safe as possible. At this point in time we have not had any positive cases within either  
our Greenside or Griffin communities. Please continue to check in with us by phone or email if you have any questions.  
 
Below you will hear from our members of Leadership Group: Abi McIvor (Head of School), Louise Black (Deputy  
Head), Luke Campbell (Deputy Head) & Carly Doyle (Deputy Head). They all have exciting news and learning to  
share. We have set high and ambitious targets in Reading, Writing & Maths and we are now working flat out to  
achieve them - we are also glad to see so many happy students at Griffin having fun too. 
 
We have a key priority at Griffin and across TEF focusing on Reading this year - not just about whether our young  
people can read a text but most importantly about encouraging them to read for pleasure and joy so do watch this  
space to hear lots about different Reading ideas as the term unfolds - it is one of the greatest ways to support our  
students in their educational achievements and to keep them understand and engage with the world - wherever they  
live and whatever their ambitions. Don’t forget Bug Club too! 
 
We look forward to the time when we will be able to invite you to celebrate and share our learning with us. 
With best wishes 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles (Executive Head - Greenside & Griffin) 
Griffin - a Federation with Greenside and part of TEFAT. 

Home Learning Challenge 
Story Book Inspired Money Boxes 
Collecting loose change for charity 

 
Griffin students have been invited to design a ‘money box’ at home inspired by their Class Story Book for this half term.  
After they have designed and made the box at home please can your family collect loose change all the way through to the 
start of December. We will then choose a day to bring the money in and count it all. It really is a case that every penny counts 
and it’s a great way to get young people to engage with charity, counting money and seeing that a little contribution from a  lot 
of people can make a huge difference and impact. 
It would be wonderful if families could send us a photograph of their Money Box when they have made it!  
With many thanks for your help. KBS 



 
 

 

Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
How wonderful it has been to be back at Griffin with all of our students these last 5 weeks! Thank you to all of you who have 
stopped to welcome me back at the gate and ask after baby Poppy. She is doing very well and has adjusted marvellously to my 
being back at work.  
 
It’s so wonderful to have all of our students back at Griffin and making a successful return to their education after such a long 
period of time away from school. I’m so proud of all of our students for having such a positive start to the year, quickly 
re-engaging with their learning and following our Griffin motto of ‘Give your best, get the best!’ It has been a joy to see so many 
students bringing work to my office when they have demonstrated this motto in their learning and they have been proud to 
share the outcome with me. 
 
I have also been proud of the mature way that our students have followed all the new rules and procedures in place to keep 
themselves and others safe in the strange new world that we now find ourselves living in, such as sanitising their hands every 
time they enter and exit the classroom, playing in separate year group bubbles in the playground, and keeping their distance 
from each other in the classroom and at lining up time.  
 
Thank you also for adhering to the procedures we have put in place for parents/ carers at the start and end of the day to keep 
everyone safe. Your feedback during the first few weeks was much appreciated and hopefully everyone has settled into a new 
way of doing things now that we are all comfortable with. Please do keep in communication with us so that we can work 
together to ensure things run smoothly in the coming weeks and months. 
 
As Ms Bastick-Styles has said, it is the Year of Going Green at Griffin and we are therefore focusing on all things ‘green’ 
including outdoor learning, caring for the environment, and being in the ‘green’ zone which means we are calm and ready for 
learning. You will hear more about Zones of Regulation from Ms Atkin in the next newsletter edition, but in the meantime do ask 
your daughter/ son about it and get ahead of the game! 
 
We are excited to welcome some new staff members to Griffin and about the development of our new Forest School site, Forest 
in the City, which you can read about below. 
 
Finally, we know that many of you may have been adversely affected by the pandemic, either emotionally, financially or both so 
if there is anything you are struggling with then please do get in contact with one of the Leadership Group and we may be able 
to help or indeed signpost you to other agencies who can also help. Please keep in contact by phone or email and do not 
struggle alone. We know that for our students to thrive, our Griffin community must work together to support each other through 
the challenges we are all facing currently. 
 
Wishing you a peaceful few weeks ahead, 
 
Abi McIvor 
Head of School 

Staffing Update - Mr Campbell 
 
A big welcome to the new members of our staff team.  
Ms Stoodley has joined us in Y4 as the Jaguar Class Teacher. Ms Stoodley has worked in schools in Manchester and has 
made a positive impression with our Y4 learners already. 
 
Another teacher who has joined us this year is Ms Skinner. Ms Skinner has been teaching locally before finding out about us! 
We welcome her experience and knowledge of teaching Y5.  
 
We are so lucky in the Early Years this year, as we have Ms Austin-Olsen join Ms Self in Reception. She is training as an EYFS 
Teacher through the Teach First programme, and has lots of exciting outdoor learning planned for the months ahead.  
 
It is great to have Ms Zaborska back at Griffin, leading our nursery, after a year away to look after her daughter. Some of you 
may recognise her from her time teaching in Key Stage 2! 
 



 
 

 

 

We would also like to welcome our three new Teaching Assistants - Ms Burton and Ms Mottasir to the EYFS team, and Ms 
Lumley to KS1. Although they have only been with us for a short period of time, we are so happy to have them working 
alongside our teachers, and supporting our learners. 

Forest in the City update - Ms Black 
 
As I’m sure most of you will know, we are digging up our old running track to create a WONDERFUL Forest in the City learning 
space. This is a HUGE project, and one which we are sure will have a really positive impact on all of our students and families. 
Watch this space for photo updates coming to the school gates soon. You can also follow us on twitter and Instagram 
@PrimaryGriffin 
 
We are, of course, Going Green this year and, where possible, we are taking learning outdoors. Purposeful experiences in the 
outdoors can be a catalyst for powerful and memorable learning. And we know, through the research, that learning outdoors 
involves the transformation of knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviours through direct engagement with the outdoor 
environment for the personal and social benefit of individuals, families, our community and the planet. So, why wouldn’t we 
build a forest?! 
 
Work begins on 6th October and we have our official launch event on Friday 9th October. Although we can’t invite you on site 
for this, we will be recording this for sharing. Azariyah Simms and George Frimpong have been chosen (as our youngest and 
oldest Griffin students) to cut the ribbon, allowing the planting to commence.  
 
Before Covid hit, we had grand plans to involve the school community in every step of the site development. Things are 
obviously more complicated now. However, what I now need EVERYONE to do is send me an email: lblack@griffinprimary.com 
with your initial thoughts and feelings on our project. I want to capture the voice of our school community. You may also have a 
desire to get involved. Please let me know if you have relevant skills or a specific interest that you’d like to share with us. I want 
my inbox to be flooded with emails from you all please! 
 
Every class teacher has worked really hard so far this term, to take the learning outdoors. And every class has adopted a 
school tree. Ask your children how they feel when they’re outside, ask them what they’ve been doing, what they have learnt and 
whether or not they’re enjoying our new approach. All feedback is very welcome! 
Here are a few pictures of our outdoor learning, so far: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Poetry Day - Ms Doyle 
 
To mark National Poetry Day, this poem celebrates the beginning of the 
most beautiful season of the year. It ties in with Griffin’s theme of Going 
Green with images of the changing environment as we move from summer 
to autumn. 
 
Fall, Leaves, Fall  
Emily Brontë 
Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away; 

mailto:lblack@griffinprimary.com


 
 

 

 

Lengthen night and shorten day; 
Every leaf speaks bliss to me 
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 
I shall smile when wreaths of snow 
Blossom where the rose should grow; 
I shall sing when night’s decay 
Ushers in a drearier day. 
 
Do you or your children have a favourite poem? If you do, please share them with me. I’d love to display them in school.  

Attendance Update 
 
Whole School Attendance to date: 91.2% 
 

 
We are pleased to see an improvement in attendance over the last 3 weeks and congratulations to Dolphins, Tigers, Jaguars 
and Pandas for having good attendance in 2 out of the last 3 weeks! 
We know it has been necessary for some students to self-isolate in line with government guidance so understandable our 
attendance is lower than previous years at this point.  
Please continue to follow the government guidance and ensure your daughter/ son completes the home learning pack sent 
home if it is necessary to self-isolate. Please ensure students are in school on all other days that they can be so that they have 
the best possible chance of catching up on any time lost in school. 
 

Class % attendance w/b 7th Sept % attendance w/b 14th Sept % attendance w/b 21st Sept 

Penguins (N) 81.58 92.75 92.67 

Dolphins (R) 87.92 96.68 97.09 

Elephants (Y1) 89.45 86.78 89.6 

Lions (Y2) 89.0 89.82 91.67 

Tigers (Y3) 93.62 95.53 99.46 

Leopards (Y4) 87.62 86.67 88.42 

Jaguars (Y4) 95.1 96.4 93.91 

Polar Bears (Y5/6) 80.45 88.05 88.94 

Pandas (Y5/6) 94.71 96.35 99.0 

Lemurs (Y6) 94.5 89.0 92.0 

Whole School 89.61 91.83 93.28 

Kids’ City at Griffin 
 
Kids’ City is now operating from Griffin Primary School. Their OFSTED registration is now complete,               
which means they will now operate from 3.30-6.00pm every day, providing after school childcare for               
those families who need it. Sessions are £12.50 per evening which includes            
activities and a light meal. To register your child or find out more information              
please visit their website http://www.kidscity.org.uk/.  
All prospective students are welcome to attend a free taster day, usually on a              

Friday afternoon. Please register your child, completing all information and then call the bookings team               

http://www.kidscity.org.uk/


 
 

 

 

on 0208 678 5959/68 to book your child’s session. You will have an opportunity to meet the Centre Manager, Symone                    
Williams, and ask any questions you might have. A registration is required due to Ofsted, but there is no commitment to a paid                       
session. 
 
They are an OFSTED ‘Good’ provider. You can read the May ‘19 inspection report here: 
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/16/EY541124. 

Griffin Key Dates 
Autumn Term 1    
Week 6   
Tuesday 6th October  Forest in the City building work begins!  
Friday 9th October All day Inside out Friday - Into the Forest!  
Week 7   
Friday 16th October All day Class based Inside out Friday 
Week 8   
Monday 19th October All day Good Chance Charity Day (Non-uniform)  
Friday 23rd October  All day Inside out Friday - This is Who We Are 
Friday 23rd October 3.30pm End of Autumn Term 1.  
Autumn Term 2   
Week 1   
Monday 2nd November 8.55am Autumn Term 2 begins!  

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/16/EY541124

