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Nursery Autumn 1 (6weeks 

and 2days) 
Autumn 2 (8 
weeks) 

Spring 1 (6 
weeks) 

Spring 2 (6 
weeks) 

Summer 1  (7 weeks 
- across half term) 

Summer 2 (5 weeks) 

Theme Who We Are Where We Are in 
Place and Time 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

How the World 
Works 

Sharing the Planet How We Organise 
Ourselves 

Arts Focus Art and Design Music Dance Photography Spoken Word Drama 

Learning 
Questions / 
Statements 
as a starting 
point 

“I am unique” 
All about me 
There are many ways 
I am the same and I 
am different from my 
friends. 
Lines of inquiry 

● Who I am  
● My likes and 

dislikes 
● What makes 

me the same 
and different 
from others 

● My family - 
who’s in my 
family & 
what’s special 
about my 
family 

● My family 
culture - 
special 
celebrations 

● What I can do 
physically - 
jumping, 
running etc. 

● Learning 
about my 

“Who lives here?” 
Homes 
Homes change 
depending on their 
environment. 
Lines of inquiry 

● Different 
types of 
homes 

● Who lives 
in a home 

● Similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
homes 

● How to 
build a 
home 

● Animal 
homes 

“How do we tell a 
story?” 
Stories 
Using our 
imagination helps 
us to develop 
stories. 
Lines of inquiry 

● Creating 
stories/how 
they are 
developed 

● Parts of a 
story - 
characters, 
setting, plot 

● Different 
types of 
stories; 
traditional 
tales, fairy 
tales, 
stories 
from 
different 
countries 

● Telling our 
own stories 

● Using our 
imagination 

“What do I use 
my senses for?” 
5 senses 
I experience and 
learn about the 
world around me 
through my 5 
senses. 
Lines of inquiry 

● What are 
the 5 
senses 
and how 
do I use 
them? 

● How do I 
learn new 
things 
using my 
senses? 

● How my 
feelings 
help me 

● What is it 
like not 
having all 
5 senses - 
helping 
others 

“Who are the 
minibeasts?” 
Minibeasts (living 
and nonliving) 
We make choices 
that impact living 
things. 
Lines of inquiry 

● What makes 
something 
living? 

● How to care 
for living 
things 

● Needs of 
living things 

● Life cycles 
● Looking after 

the 
environment 

● Features of 
an insect and 
a spider 

● What lives in 
our garden - 
how can we 

“Who is part of our 
school?” 
Community 
We are all part of a 
school community 
Lines of inquiry 

● Who makes 
up my school 
community? 
And what do 
they do? 

● Transition to 
next year - 
growing 
older, 
changes 

● People in the 
community/p
eople who 
can help you 
- police, fire 
brigade, 
doctors, 
religious 
leaders, 
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body - body 
parts 

encourage 
more 
minibeasts, 
how do they 
help our 
plants? 

teachers, 
nurses etc. 

● Different jobs 
- what our 
parents do, 
what we do 
at school 

Desired 
Action Can talk confidently 

about something they 
like and don’t like. 

Develops empathy 
and understanding 
for different ways 
of life. 

Can tell their own 
story about 
something that 
happened to them. 

Can name the five 
senses and what 
we use them for. 

Develops a respect 
and appreciation for 
the natural world. 

Understands they are 
part of a school 
community made up 
of different people 
doing different jobs. 

‘In class’ 
events Creating an ‘all about 

us corner’ where we 
share photos of 
ourselves and our 
families. 

Nativity play/event Create a storybook 
together 

Make a class 
video about the 5 
senses. Students 
film & take part. 
Planting 

Raise mealworms Write a letter/card for 
the kitchen and 
cleaning staff 

Key Texts 1. We are Family 
2. Ready Steady 

Mo! 
3. All Kinds of 

People 
4. Marvellous 

Me 
5. What Makes 

Me a Me? 
6. Big Hair, Don’t 

Care 
7. Owl Babies 

1. The Lonely 
Beast 
(Felicity) 

2. That Pesky 
Rat 
(library) 

3. Goldilocks 
and the 
Three 
Bears 
(school) 

4. The Three 
Little Pigs 
(school?) 

5. All Kinds of 
Homes 

6. Home 
(Carson 

1. Stanley’s 
Stick 

2. You 
Choose 

3. We’re 
Going on a 
Bear Hunt 

4. The 
Swirling 
Hijaab 

5. Where the 
Wild 
Things Are 

6. The Snowy 
Day 

1. Look Out! 
How We 
Use Our 
Five 
Senses 

2. The 
Penguin 
and the 
Pea 

3. Big 
Smelly 
Bear 

4. Polar 
Bear 
Polar 
Bear 
What Do 
You 
Hear? 

1. Spider! 
2. The Very 

Hungry 
Caterpillar 

3. Snail Trail 
4. Aaaarrgghh, 

Spider! 
5. The Bad 

Tempered 
Ladybird 

6. Wombat 
Stew 

7. Superworm 

1. All Are 
Welcome 

2. Never Take a 
Bear to 
School 

3. Pig Pig Gets 
a Job 

4. Career Day 
5. Whose Hat is 

This? 
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Ellis) 
(library) 

7. The Colour 
of Home 
(library) 

8. Let’s Build 
a House 
(library) 

5. Fruits: A 
Caribbean 
Counting 
Poem 

6. The 
Colour 
Monster 

Inside Out 
Fridays WS Forest school WS Forest school 

WS English 
WS Forest school 
 

WS Forest school 
WS Maths and 
Music 

WS Forest school 
 

GGL Fringe Festival 
 

Overview of EYFSP Content: 

Characteristic
s of Effective 
Learning 

Playing and 
exploring 
(engagement) 
Home corner/role 
play: Resembles a 
home, photos of 
family 
Small world: Families, 
dollhouse 
 
Active learning 
(motivation) 
Reading corner: 
Selection of 
topic-relevant books 
 
Creating and 
thinking critically 
(thinking) 
What is our favourite 
colour/song/book/food 
etc - add details of 
ourselves to our ‘all 
about us’ corner 

Playing and 
exploring 
(engagement) 
Small world: 
dollhouse, families, 
blocks for 
designing buildings 
and roads, road 
mat? 
 
Active learning 
(motivation) 
Reading corner: 
Selection of 
topic-relevant 
books 
 
Creating and 
thinking critically 
(thinking) 
What is your 
favourite place in 
your house? 

Playing and 
exploring 
(engagement) 
Home corner: 
forest/bedroom 
from Where the 
Wild Things Are. 
Fabric to use like 
the hijab in The 
Swirling Hijaab 
Small world: create 
storytelling baskets 
or dioramas for 
retelling stories 
 
Active learning 
(motivation) 
Reading corner: 
Selection of 
topic-relevant 
books 
 

Playing and 
exploring 
(engagement) 
Investigation area: 
sensory box, sniff 
and match. Plant 
seeds in the 
garden. Home 
corner: Big Smelly 
Bear. 
 
Active learning 
(motivation) 
Reading corner: 
Selection of 
topic-relevant 
books 
 
Creating and 
thinking critically 
(thinking) 
Describing what 
things 
taste/smell/sound/

Playing and 
exploring 
(engagement) 
Investigation 
area/table: Looking at 
things zoomed in 
then drawing, 
magnifying glasses, 
mystery sensory box. 
Home corner: insect 
costumes, scarves 
for butterfly wings. 
Mud kitchen - 
Wombat Stew. 
 
Active learning 
(motivation) 
Reading corner: 
Selection of 
topic-relevant books 
 
Creating and 
thinking critically 
(thinking) 

Playing and 
exploring 
(engagement) 
Home corner/role 
play: doctor, fire 
station, costumes for 
different roles.  
Small world: Train 
set, fire station, 
classroom, (Never 
Take a Bear to 
School). Mud kitchen 
- cooking. 
 
Active learning 
(motivation) 
Reading corner: 
Selection of 
topic-relevant books 
 
Creating and 
thinking critically 
(thinking) 
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Creating and 
thinking critically 
(thinking) 
Discussing parts of 
the stories, 
comparing stories, 
creating our own. 

look/feel like. 
Comparing and 
contrasting, vocab 

Discussing living 
things - building 
empathy - how they 
feel, what they need, 
how we can help 
them. 

Construction area: 
Build a town/street 
including a hospital, 
police station etc. 

Communicati
on and 
Language 

Home corner and 
small world corner 
encourage 
imaginative play and 
talk 
 
Learning routines and 
rules of the classroom 
helps focus attention, 
respond to 
instructions, follow 
directions 

Home corner and 
small world corner 
encourage 
imaginative play 
and talk 
 
Comparative 
language - bigger, 
smaller etc. 
Positional 
language - where 
in the house? Next 
to/on/beside etc. 

Telling stories to 
each other - talking 
to the class 
 
Bear Hunt - 
descriptive 
language, how else 
can you describe 
the grass, mud 
etc? Describing 
other things to 
move through. 

Vocabulary for 
describing what 
they 
taste/see/smell 
etc. 
Contributes to 
conversations 
about the senses, 
shares own ideas 
and experiences 
 
Small groups go 
on ‘listening 
walks’ to discuss 
what they can 
hear 

Language to describe 
minibeasts - slimy, 
soft etc. 
 
Snail Trail - make 
slime - what does it 
feel like? 

As a class, write 
letters/cards to the 
kitchen and cleaning 
staff at the school - 
discussion of 
language and how to 
write a letter, why we 
write letters. 

Physical 
Development What I like to do, what 

I can do, how my body 
moves - exploring 
jumping, running, 
balancing, catching, 
carrying, throwing etc. 
 

Use large 
playground 
equipment or large 
boxes to make 
‘homes’ which can 
then be explored 
and moved through 
in different ways 

The Snowy Day - 
walking in different 
ways, movement, 
following lines on 
the ground, 
balancing 
 
Bear Hunt - moving 
through ‘grass’, 
over, under etc - 
movement to story 
or song on mat or 

Sniff and match 
activity 
Tasting different 
fruit - can you 
close your eyes 
and say what it is? 
Sensory play - 
what is in the 
box? Describe 
how it feels. 
Penguin and the 
Pea - can you feel 

Animal yoga/move to 
music as different 
minibeasts (marching 
as ants, crawling as 
beetles etc), move 
through the life cycle 
of a butterfly 
Weaving spiderwebs 
Snail Trail - 
balancing, following a 
line. 
 

Cooking and cleaning 
- fine motor, pouring, 
mixing. 
 
Outdoor play - 
pretend play as 
firefighters, climbing 
ladders, getting under 
things, ‘putting out 
fires’. 
 
Movement to music, 
call out actions - 
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outside using 
props. 

a small ball under 
one blanket, two, 
three.. 

 climb ladder, stop, 
drop and roll etc. 

Personal, 
social and 
emotional 
development 

Going to school, 
learning school 
routines, sharing, 
working together, 
putting things away. 
Provision provides 
opportunity to play 
together - role play, 
imaginary play. 
 
Making 
relationships/friends/in
troducing ourselves - 
Sep children have a 
sense of ownership 
and confidence now, 
they take on the job of 
introducing new 
students to the 
classroom, areas, 
rules… 
 
What is our favourite 
colour/food/game/part 
of the classroom…. 
 
Who do we love? 

Who lives in your 
house 
 
Choosing how to 
decorate and/or lay 
out the classroom 
so it reflects us as 
a class 

Visualisation 
meditation 
 
Paying attention 
and focus - 
listening to stories, 
hands up to answer 
questions, can you 
remember what 
happens next? 
 
How do we care for 
books? 

The Colour 
Monster - 
identifying 
emotions, 
accepting it’s ok to 
feel that way but 
that you can 
identify it and it 
doesn’t rule you. 
 
What makes you 
feel 
happy/sad/angry - 
what can you do 
to help when you 
feel angry, scared, 
sad? How can you 
help someone 
else? How do you 
tell someone how 
you are feeling? 

The Bad Tempered 
Ladybird - managing 
feelings, identifying 
feelings, being kind to 
friends 
 
Caring for living 
things - raising 
mealworms, needs of 
living things (water, 
food, shelter, 
company). How to 
gently handle a 
minibeast. 
 
Caring for our planet 
- who else lives on 
the Earth? How can 
we make it a good 
home for everyone? 

Talk about what our 
family members do 
for work, how we can 
help at home when 
they’re tired. How we 
help each other at 
school. 
 
Look at persistence, 
patience, sticking at 
something. 
 
Looking after our 
classroom - putting 
things away, “choose 
it, use it, put it away.” 

Literacy Learning to recognise 
their name through 
labels 
 
Pick a favourite book - 
why do you like it? 

Joins in with songs 
and stories. 
Uses talk to 
describe their 
home or a home in 
a book and where 

Looking at books, 
handling books, 
turning pages, 
discussing 
characters, setting 
and plot. 

Songs 
I Can Sing a 
Rainbow 
Five Senses Song 
 

Identifying and writing 
first sounds in simple 
minibeast names; 
ant, snail, spider.. 
 

Class letter to kitchen 
staff and cleaning 
staff - modelled 
writing, all sign their 
name and help 
decorate. 
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Match names to 
photos 
 
Songs 
Head Shoulders 
Knees and Toes 
My Body Song 
(Twinkle) 
If you’re happy and 
you know it (change to 
different things, eg. if 
you’re tired and you 
know it, yawn…) 

things are 
(positional 
language) and 
what they’re used 
for. 
 
Songs 
When Goldilocks 
Went to the House 
of the Bears (BBC) 

Recall/retelling 
stories - story maps 
- sequencing 
 
Songs 
We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt 

I spy game, I spy 
activity - look at 
pictures, say first 
sound/match to 
letter 
Polar Bear Polar 
Bear - first sounds 
in animal names 
or the sound they 
make - find it, say 
it, write it 

Matching minibeasts 
by initial sound 
 
Songs 
Incey Wincey Spider 
Here is the Beehive 
Wiggly Woo (BBC) 
The Ants Go 
Marching One by 
One 
Days of the Week 

 
Songs 
I’m a police officer 
(preschooleducation.
com) 
Alphabet occupations 
(youtube) 
 

Mathematics SSM 
Growth chart 
Draw around hands 
and feet and compare 
sizes 
 
Number 
Sorting: who has 
blue/brown eyes, who 
has black hair, who is 
a boy/girl 
Count fingers and 
toes 
 
Songs 
I have ten little fingers 

SSM 
Comparing sizes of 
homes built of 
boxes, ordering by 
size. Building & 
measuring tools - 
rulers, hammers 
etc. 
Shapes - making 
houses, tangrams 
Outline of city to fill 
in with Numicon 

SSM 
The Snowy Day - 
patterns, shapes, 
lines, tracks 
 
Number 
Sequencing - 
pictures from the 
story to put in order 

Number 
Caribbean 
Counting - match 
fruit cut outs to the 
right number. 
Count out the right 
number of fruit to 
match (fruit 
pictures or toys). 

SSM 
Repeating patterns - 
butterfly wings, 
caterpillar bodies 
 
Number 
Counting spiders on 
a web; one more, one 
less 
Counting legs, 
antennae, body parts 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar - counting, 
sequencing, sorting, 
days of the week 

Number 
Counting items from 
a group - using 
doctor’s equipment 
(pictures or toys) 
Dentist - adding teeth 
to a mouth 
 
SSM 
Measurement - 
cooking, volumes 
(talking about what 
the ladies in the 
kitchen do when 
making us lunch). 
Cutting, halving, 
counting. 

Understandin
g the world Photos of self and 

family. Talk about who 
is in their family, how 
families are the same 
and different, special 

Different types of 
houses, where we 
live, why we need 
a house, what 

Discussing parts of 
a story - who are 
the characters, 

Sight - optometrist 
play area, 
telescopes, 
glasses, 

Nature walks - 
collecting living and 
nonliving things, hunt 
for minibeasts 

Explore different 
community roles such 
as police officer, 
doctor, teacher 
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family celebrations, 
food, traditions 
 
Storybots why do 
people look different? 
 
Talk about parts of our 
body and what we use 
them for 

houses are made 
out of, animal 
homes 
 
Build the little pigs 
homes 
 
Build a chair for a 
bear (Goldilocks) 
 
Engineering 
challenges: egg 
drop; build a 
‘house’ to protect 
an egg or protect a 
lego person from 
wind/water. 
 
Look at our homes 
on Google Earth 

what is the setting? 
What happens? 
 
What are some 
other stories we 
love? 
 
How can we create 
our own story? 

binoculars, 
magnifying 
glasses. Taking 
photos. Looking at 
big and small, 
near and far. 
Technology - 
cameras, filming. 
Hearing - music 
 
Storybots how do 
eyes see, how do 
ears hear 
 

Planting and growing 
- caring for our 
plants, watering 
them, weeding 
Mud kitchen - make 
the wombat stew  
 
Storybots why do we 
have to recycle 
 
How do we care for 
our planet? Littering, 
recycling 

through access to 
costumes, small 
world area, role-play, 
videos, research, 
discussion. Why do 
we need these 
different people? 
How can they help 
us? Where do we 
go/what do we call to 
find them? 
 
Look at our school on 
Google Earth 

Expressive 
arts and 
design 

Photos of self - make 
art with these and 
work towards 
self-portrait 
Pop art 
Cut up photos of 
ourselves to make 
puzzles 
Make people out of 
cut up parts from 
magazines or using 
shapes 

Draw/paint your 
house 
Build a house - 
outdoor activity, 
provide them with 
lots of boxes of 
different sizes and 
tape, they need to 
build, make doors 
and windows, 
decorate, visit each 
other’s homes 
 
EAD & Maths: 
draw a map of your 

Retelling stories, 
acting out stories, 
making rhythms to 
go with storytelling, 
puppetry, singing 
story songs 
 
Painting/drawing/m
aking characters 
from stories. Build 
a character from a 
story with 
playdough then 
retell the story. 
 

Matching colours - 
paint each colour 
next to it, find 
something around 
the room for each 
colour. 
 
Playing 
instruments - 
talking about high 
and low sounds. 
Following a simple 
rhythm. 

Making minibeasts 
out of recyclable 
materials. 
 
Making a ‘nature wall’ 
or collage using 
natural materials 
collected from 
outdoors (children 
can be encouraged to 
bring things in) 
 
Picking then playing 
different instruments 
for moving as 

Whose Hat is This - 
make different hats. 
 
As a class, construct 
a postbox to send 
letters to each other. 
 
White paint on black 
paper - x-rays. 
 
Make and play our 
own musical 
instruments - make 
choices about 
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house/draw a road 
map as a class to 
drive cars on. 

Using our 
imagination - 
creating worlds 
within our 
classroom (forest 
from Where the 
Wild Things Are) 
 
Imagine by John 
Lennon 

minibeasts; cymbal 
for butterfly, drum for 
ants etc. 

materials and how to 
use them. 

 


