
 
 

 NEWSLETTER 
 GGL Federation  

Griffin 
Tuesday 03rd March 2020 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Dear Griffin Parents/ Carers 
Welcome to our spring term 2 here at Griffin - the weeks are going by so fast this year - our Year of Colour is set to blossom 
with all the glorious spring colours and curriculum ideas. We still have lots of learning left to do and we are so pleased to 
report that our Data Capture 3 results show so many of our students have made good progress already this academic year.  
Our Teachers will be in touch over the next week or two if we feel students would benefit from a little more practice of key 
skills at home. Please help us to support your daughters/ sons over the next few months by reading with them at home, 
practising spellings and working on times tables - these fundamental skills help them to build up to higher level learning. 
Students should be reading at home every night - this could be reading to you out loud or reading with you - if you need extra 
books to share at home please just check in with us we have lots we can loan to your family. 
 
We hope you had a restful half term and some lovely time with your daughters/ sons. 
We’d like to thank all of you who came along to our ICB Dance Celebration on Friday 14th February - I’m sure you will agree  
with me that we have some talented and great students here at Griffin! 
 
Community Council 
We are launching our Community Council programme this half tem that will run alongside the Governance work that takes 
place at The Elliot Foundation. Over the years the Government has introduced lots of different ways for schools and 
academies to be governed and we are due another change. 
At Griffin we are looking at lots of different ways to involve you as family members in the life of Griffin as much as possible. 
This academic year our Community Council will take the form of 3 different strands: 
 
1.  Griffin PSA  

Our thanks go to those parents/ carers who have recently been part of the new & improved PSA! We would love for more 
of you to participate in setting up some fundraising and fun activities for Griffin between now and the summer. We would 
also like parents/ carers to be involved in our Forest School & Community development project. If you think you can help 
please email Luke at lcampbell@griffinprimary.org. 

 
2. Workshops and Learning Together 

We are looking to invite parents/ carers to come into Griffin and visit lessons and classes with us to see what really goes 
on in those fab learning sessions. Please look out for a personal invitation that we will email and your daughter/ son will 
bring one home too - please try to join us. 
Do check our Calendar below for the dates & times of our Workshops, coffee mornings and other learning together events 
this half term too - be sure not to miss them! 
 

3.  10/10 Learners 
We also want to involve our students in the Governance of the school. Stage 1 is to work with students across the school 
to develop their leadership skills and independence in spring term 2 and exploring with them what it means to be a 10/10 
Learner. Luke Campbell launched this idea on Monday in Assembly and Teachers have been talking with students about 
how they can each be 10/10 Learners and ensure everyone’s learning is even more productive and focused all the time. 
Please talk with your daughter/ son over the coming weeks to see how they can be even better! It means our expectations 
will be even higher and we appreciate your support in working with us. 

 
All 3 strands will be introduced this half term and we will talk with you all over the coming months to review their success 
and devise a new plan for September!  
If you have any questions, comments, suggestions or would like to come and talk to Leadership Group about any of this 
please email me and I will get back to you asap: karenbs@griffinprimary.org. 

    With best wishes for the half term ahead 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles (Executive Head - GGL) 
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TEFAT News 
Hugh Greenway, our Elliot Foundation CEO has sent you all an Annual Report today with some interesting details and 
information about our Trust. Please follow this link to read.EF Annual Report With thanks - Karen 

 
 

 

 

Message from the Head of School 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
As you have already read from Karen, we have launched our 10/10 Learners. I have already begun to see and hear students 
using this term in class. In Elephant Class  in Y1 this week, there were many students showing great examples of 10/10 learning: 
lots of engaged, excited learners.  
In Y3/4 students have been expressing themselves wonderfully, a great example of this is Mason in Leopard Class: 
 

  
We had a great turn-out at our phonics workshop for parents/ carers in Key Stage 1 and Nursery & Reception. We will be 
running phonics drop-in sessions on Thursday 26th March at 9.00am - 9.45am, to give you the chance to come in and see your 
daughter/ son learning phonics in class. We hope that as many of you as possible join us for this session.  
Luke Campbell 

 
 

Message from Ms Black 
It’s so exciting to be in the second half of the Spring term. I’m enjoying looking out on our beautiful nature garden and seeing 
signs of life and new growth - the flowers are stunning! We are looking forward to warmer, lighter days and a whole load of 
exciting learning, as we embark on our new theme: How the World Works. All KS1 and KS2 classes are  focusing on developing 
their Science knowledge and skills across the next 6 weeks. We will showcase their learning at the end of the theme, with a 
Science Fair, to which you are all invited. Friday 3rd April - save the date! 
 
We must also thank Ms Nembhard again, for organising and leading such a successful International Day 
last half term. The school was awash with colour and sound, and a fantastic day of learning was had by 
all. We were particularly impressed with the individual performances, which were showcased again at our 
dance event. 
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Thanks to all parents/carers who attended ‘Let’s Dance the World’. If the ticket handing-out was accurate, we had around 80 
families in the audience - what a fantastic turn out! The students all rose to the challenge of being presented with a sea of faces, 
and gave us a whole host of wonderful performances.  
Louise Black 

 

 
 

Message from Ms Doyle 
Reading, reading, reading! This is high on my agenda at the moment so I am spending lots of my time looking 
at reading provision across Griffin to ensure that all of our students reach their reading potential, read texts that 
are well-matched to their ability and phonic knowledge, and are given daily access to high quality texts which 
excite and challenge them. We want our students to develop a love of reading and books. 
Please support your daughter/ son by reading with them at home every night and recording this in their reading 
journal. If you don’t know what to write, ask me or your child’s class teacher for ideas. 
 
World Book Day is next Thursday 5th March and we will be marking it at Griffin with a day of learning all 
about reading and books. We don’t ask students to dress up for World Book Day because we prefer them to 
show off their creativity on this special day. https://www.worldbookday.com/  
To coincide with our focus on reading and World Book Day, I have planned for the Travelling Book Fair to 
visit us again this half term. It will be arriving on Tuesday 17th March and will be open before and after 
school for 1 week. I will send leaflets home next week showing a small selection of the fiction and non-fiction 
titles available for you to choose from. Also look out for the £1 book token which you can put towards the 
cost of any book at our fair or in many shops. Remember that the more books we sell at the book fair, the 
more books we are rewarded with to put in our classroom reading corners. So spend what you can! Signs 
are up around the school to remind you when the book fair will arrive.  
Carly Doyle 

 

Message from Ms Glover 
Overall, our attendance in Griffin is at 95% currently.  Our attendance took a slight dip in Spring term 1 so we need to try and 
reach our 96% target this half term . I would like to mention some classes in particular who have made a huge effort with 
improving their attendance. The Cheetah and the Elephant classes have been working hard to improve their percentage and by 
the end of the half term, both classes managed to reach 98% attendance which is fantastic! Please continue to try and make 
sure your child is in school and on time every day as any missed time is missed learning. 
 
We have had some fantastic SMSC learning over the Spring term and students began to focus on what each letter actually 
stands for in SMSC.  By looking at various news reports and events around the world, students were asked how this is linked to 
Spiritual, Moral, Social or Cultural (SMSC) themes.  We had a big focus on internet safety and celebrated Safer Internet Day as 
a school together.  Thank you to the Y5 and Y6 parents/ carers who attended our family session on Internet Safety.  If you have 
any questions about internet safety, please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of Leadership Group as we are always 
happy to help! 
Amy Glover 

 

Message from Ms Atkin 
Over the past few years, there has been a growing emphasis on raising awareness of children’s mental health.  Remember 
mental health is something we all have, as it is simply about how we feel.  We can have positive mental health but it is 
important to talk about feelings and emotions when they arise, positive as well as negative. Good sleep, routine and exercise all 
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contribute to positive mental health but sometimes things can be more complex and we can have periods where we do not feel 
good. Here are a couple of websites that have some good advice for parents/ carers in order to help young people during these 
times: 
Anna Freud.org: 
https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/our-help-for-children-and-families/looking-for-help-parents-and-carers/ 
Mind.org: https://www.mind.org.uk/ 
Also remember it is also important to look after your own mental health! If you ever need someone to talk to, remember there is 
a team of staff here always willing to listen, be it, the class teacher, myself, Madiha Mohammad or a member of the Leadership 
Team. 
Nicolle Atkin 

 

Kids City at Griffin! 
Kids’ City is operating from Griffin Primary School. Their OFSTED registration is complete, which means they                
will now operate from 3.30 - 6.00pm every day, providing after school childcare for those families who need                  
it. Sessions are £12.50 per evening which includes activities and a light meal. To register your child or find out                    
more information please visit their website http://www.kidscity.org.uk/.  
All prospective students are welcome to attend a free taster day, usually on a Friday               

afternoon. Please register your child, completing all information and then call the bookings team on 0208 678                 
5959/68 to book your child’s session. You will have an opportunity to meet the Centre Manager, Symone                 
Williams, and ask any questions you might have. Registration is required due to Ofsted, but there is no                  
commitment to a paid session. 
They are an OFSTED ‘Good’ provider. You can read the May ‘19 inspection report here: 
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/16/EY541124. 

 
Griffin Key Dates 

Spring Term 2 - 2020   
Week 1   
Friday 28th Feb Leadership Group - Newsletter shared with parents/ carers 
Week 2   
Thursday 5th March World Book Day  
Week 3    
Monday 9th March British Science Week 
Tuesday 10th March  Y5 Science Museum Trip 
Tuesday 10th March 9.00am - Open Day for prospective Families 
Week 4  
Monday 16th March 100% Attendance Day!  
Tuesday 17th March Y6 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday 17th March Book Fair arrives in school for a week (Small Hall)  
Wednesday 18th March Y6 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 19th March  National Theatre visiting Griffin to spend time with Y4 
Week 5    
Monday 23rd March Assessment Week   
Thursday 26th March 9.00am - 9.45am Phonics Drop-ins for parents in EY & KS1 
Week 6   
Monday 30th March Oral Health Workshops in school for students in EY & KS1 
Tuesday 31st March National Theatre visiting Griffin to spend time with Y4 

 

Griffin Admissions Policy 
Please follow this li Admission Policy 2020-21 to see the information about our admissions for students to Griffin in 
2020-20021. 
This policy is one that the Government says must be updated and shared with our community every year even if there are no 
changes. Please note we have not changed any plans for Griffin.  
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                                                                    GGL Federation 
                                                                        Greenside & Griffin  
                                                                   Term Dates 2020 - 2021 

  
 

Autumn Term ‘20 
(Tuesday 1st September 2020 - CPD Day)  
(Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – CPD Day)  
 
Students return Thursday 3rd September 2020  
Half term Monday 26th – Friday 30th October 
Final day of term Friday 18th December 2020 
 
Spring Term ‘21 
Students return Monday 4th January 2021 
Half Term Monday 15th – Friday 19th Feb  
Final day of term Wednesday 31st March 2021 
 
Summer Term ‘21 
Students return Monday 19th April 2021 
Half term – Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  
Final Day of academic year - Wednesday 21st July 2021 
 
Greenside and Griffin closed to students: 
Monday 3rd May - Early May bank holiday  
CPD Days x2 - Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September 
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 21st May 
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 24th & Friday 25th June 

 
Don’t forget that important dates for parents/carers are also shown on the calendar at the bottom of the homepage 
of our website www.griffinprimary.co.uk. 
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