
 

Griffin Primary School  

ICB: Medium Term Plan - 2017 - 2018 

Whole School ICB Learning Theme: Life on Mars 

Class ICB Learning Theme:  My Perfect Planet  

Term: 2   Spring 1  

Year: 5  Class: Pandas, Polar Bears and Lemurs 
Class Teacher: Miss Glover, Mrs Rainford 

ICB Learning Journey 
(Brief overview of what the students will be learning each week, details of whole school ICB events and any additional extras. Please complete 

this section AFTER you have detailed the key skills and learning experiences below). 
 Key Focus  Additional Focus 

(Including personalisation, key groups and guidance for TAs) 
Ongoing weekly focus 
(linked to data capture, 
marking and feedback) 

Week 1 SMSC and Rights/Welcome 
back 
 
(two days of ICB) 
 
No IOF 

Watch Literacy Shed video “The Planets” as a stimulus - what was 
different between each planet? What planet would you like to live on?  
 
Children to complete KWL grid with questions to place on display 
 
Children will then create front cover for new topic including ideas 
which might help create a green planet 
 
Art: Children will design what they perceive to be a “perfect planet”, 
these will be reviewed at the end of the term. 
 

Drama & story-telling focus.  
 
Forest school/outdoor 
learning focus.  
 
Collect branches and 
twigs/natural materials to 
create a den 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2 History, SMSC, Rights, British 
Value (Rule of Law) 
 
IOF- Martin Luther King Day 
(planet 6) 

http://illustratedaliens.tumblr.com/ 
Look at the planets video again and focus on Planet 6 (Arguing). 
Discuss why these planets would be difficult to live on.  What do we 
have in the UK that makes it peaceful to live on? Discuss and write a 
set of rules for the argumentative aliens on planet 6.  
Art: children to create a 3D model of their planet designed in previous 

http://illustratedaliens.tumblr.com/


 

week with balloons and paper mashay  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revisit the KWL from 
week 1 

Week 3 Physical Geography and Art 
IOF- Al Fresco Art 

Focus on Planet 8 
Comparing UK geography with with another country in Europe/South 
America (mountainous regions) 
Comparing UK geography with Antarctica/Volcanic regions 
Describe geographical features of children’s own planet 
 

Week 4 Science - Properties and 
change in Materials 
IOF - Disaster weather - 
children will enter the 
classroom to “devastation”, 
throughout the day children will 
research extreme weather 
conditions, what is needed to 
survive, what are the 
effects/causes, write an escape 
plan for their own homes 
Forest school session - 
children to build a den out of 
natural materials to replace 
their own homes which have 
seemingly been destroyed in 
the disaster. 

North and South Pole climates and looking at freezing/states of 
matter 
Volcanic regions - reversible and irreversible change - create own 
volcano 
Draw new planet with everything they have learned over the past few 
weeks labelling key parts and why they are necessary.  
 
Cities and societies - pollution and how to prevent it - sustainable 
energies.  Recycling/Reducing/Reusing and raising awareness 
Science - growing old and human development 
Look at own planets and decide what needs to be included in our 
societies 
 
Art - children to create a topological map of their world including the 
natural and human features of their world using clay 
 
 

Week 5 Science: Animals and 
story-telling from other cultures 
 
IOF - Story Swap 

Life cycle and food chains of animals in the UK.  Children will look at 
the tadpoles in the nature garden and discuss their life cycles. 
 
Story-telling from other cultures. Discuss the history of story telling. 
Anansi the spider, stories from the middle east.  Children will create 
their own stories based around the structure of a traditional story they 
know for their own cultures. 
 

Week 6 Science - Humans including Cities and societies - pollution and how to prevent it - sustainable 



 

Animals 
Geography - Human geography 
 
IoF - Science day 

energies.  Recycling/Reducing/Reusing and raising awareness 
Science - growing old and human development 
Look at own planets and decide what needs to be included in our 
communities 
 

 
 

GRIFFIN SCHOOL 
ICB Theme: 

 

Subject 
Key Skills / Objectives - National 

Curriculum Content (Students will 
be taught to…) 

Key Learning Experiences (Students will 
be…) Key Questions and Vocabulary 

English 
(Reading, 

Writing 
GPS)  

  
  (Spoken 
Language 

and  
     Drama) 

Spoken Language 
● I speak audibly and fluently and with an 

increasing command of Standard 
English. 

●  I participate in – 1.discussions 
2.performances  3.role play 
4.improvisations    5.debates. 

● I gain/maintain/monitor interest of 
listeners. 

● I consider and evaluate different 
viewpoints, attending to and building on 
contribution of others. 

●  I can select and use appropriate 
registers for effective communication. 

 
Reading 

●  Increasing my familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including –  A. myths 
B.legends       C. traditional stories       D. 
modern fiction E. traditional stories  F. 
fiction from our heritage    G. books 
from other cultures and traditions 

● Summarising the main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph, identifying 
key details that support the main ideas. 

 
● Taking part in role play to explore how to 

resolve issues  
● Debates about laws and prioritising some over 

others 
● Performing persuasive speeches about being 

green to persuade the government to 
minimise pollution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 

● Daily reading of cultural stories from around 
the world in SMSC sessions and end of day 
with follow up discussion 

● Using literature in class and internet children 
will skim and scan to find key information to 
summarise in books 

● Create their own “traditional tale” for their new 
planets they have created using what they 
have read 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

● Identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 

 
Writing 

● Identifying the audience for and 
purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for my own. 

● Noting/developing initial ideas, drawing 
on reading/research where necessary 

● Using further organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text 
and to guide the reader (for example, 
headings, bullet points, underlining) 

 

● Create their own non fiction pamphlets to 
advertise eco friendly living 

 
 
 
Writing 

● Create their own “traditional tale” for their new 
planets they have created 

● Create their own non fiction pamphlets to 
advertise eco friendly living 

● Write a letter to the PM about changing policy 
on green living 

● Write comparisons between different climates 
in the world and UK. 

 
 
 

Maths 

1. Y5 – I can solve addition and subtraction multi-step 

problems in contexts, deciding which operations 

and methods to use and why. 

2. Y5 – I can solve problems involving all operations. 

3. Y5 – I can solve problems involving multiplication 

and division, including scaling by simple fractions. 

● Children will be working out how 
much space is needed to build 
apartments/houses in their cities and 
calculate how many people can be 
housed 

 

Science 

● describe the differences in the 
life cycles of a mammal, an 
amphibian, an insect and a 
bird  

● describe the life process of 
reproduction in some plants 
and animals. 

● describe the changes as 
humans develop to old age.  

● know that some materials will 
dissolve in liquid to form a 
solution, and describe how to 
recover a substance from a 
solution  

● use knowledge of solids, 
liquids and gases to decide 

● Looking at habitats and animals in 
different regions, explore life cycles, 
look at food chains of various animals 

● Investigate various plants and 
animals and the climates they live in. 
How do varying factors affect their 
lives and look at the life cycles of 
these plants and animals 

● Pupils will draw a timeline to indicate 
stages in the growth and development 
of humans. They will learn about the 
changes experienced in puberty.  

● Pupils could work scientifically by 
researching the gestation periods of 
other animals and comparing them 
with humans; by finding out and 

 



 

how mixtures might be 
separated, including through 
filtering, sieving and 
evaporating  

● demonstrate that dissolving, 
mixing and changes of state 
are reversible changes  

● explain that some changes 
result in the formation of new 
materials, and that this kind of 
change is not usually 
reversible, including changes 
associated with burning and 
the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda. 

recording the length and mass of a 
baby as it grows. 

● Using ice and water to investigate 
solids liquids gases  

● Discuss reversible and irreversible 
changes through natural disasters eg 
volcanoes 

PE/ 
Dance 
/Sports 

   

Art 

● Pupils should be taught to 
develop their techniques, 
including their control and 
their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and 
an increasing awareness of 
different kinds of art, craft and 
design.  

● Pupils should be taught to 
create sketch books to record 
their observations and use 
them to review and revisit 
ideas  to improve their 
mastery of art and design 

● Children will create their own 3D 
planets using collage technique with 
various materials 

● Through forest schools and outdoor 
learning, children will record their 
findings in their books, making 
sketches of trees, impressions of 
leaves, diagrams of structures they 
have built 

● Children will create a 3D topological 
map of their world which they have 
created 

●  

 



 

techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a 
range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay] 

Music    

History 

Pupils should be taught about a local 
history study 
 
Pupils should be taught about a 
non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history – 

Through story telling children will learn about 
local history as well as stories from other 
cultures.  

 
 
 

Geograph
y 

Pupils should extend their knowledge 
and understanding beyond the local 
area to include the United Kingdom 
and Europe, North and South 
America. This will include the location 
and characteristics of a range of the 
world’s most significant human and 
physical features.  

locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

Students will compare the UK with other 
geographical regions comparing the 
characteristics such as rivers, coastline, 
mountains etc 
 
Children will find out how volcanoes work and 
the effects after a volcanic reaction. 
 
Students will be taught about global warming 
and what the effects of it are.  They will raise 
awareness around school about how we can 
reduce pollution and recycle more  
 
 

 



 

describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

Human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 
 

ICT/ 
Computing 

   

SMSC / 
PATHS / 

RRS links 
(where 
appropriate
)  

Many links can be made with regard to the “planets” video - right to be heard, right to be in groups, right to a religion etc these will all be 
discussed and linked into our SMSC slots.  
PATHS - rules on how to live in a peaceful society.  Developing children’s group work and cooperation skills particularly through Forest Schools 

 


