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EYFS Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 

Theme Who We Are How We Express Ourselves Sharing the Planet 

Theme Title 
  London and I  

What do I know about 
myself? How am I 
special? How am I 
different to others? 
How am I the same? 
As humans we all 
have the right to be 
different and we can 
learn to enjoy our 
similarities and 
differences as people. 
Characteristics of our 
local area. 
Discovering our city - 
London landmarks. 
Sense of belonging: 
we are all Griffin 
students and 
Londoners. 
 
Lines of enquiry:  

- My 
characteristi
cs  

- Personal 
abilities and 
our 
development  

- Similarities 
and 
differences 
with others 

- How am I 
unique?  

- What’s 
special 
about me 

Dinosaurs 
Who was here before 
us? How did the world 
begin? How did the 
world change? What did 
the world look like during 
the dinosaur era? How 
were they different to the 
animals we know now? 
Why did they disappear? 
 
Lines of enquiry:  

- Using 
descriptive 
language  

- Using terms 
related to size 
and 
measurement  

- Discussion of 
history and the 
past 

- Link to our local 
community & 
London: what 
do you think it 
looked like in 
the dinosaur 
period? What 
was different? 
Were there any 
people/shops/b
uses around? 

Let’s Celebrate  
What does celebrate 
mean to you? Why do we 
celebrate? What sort of 
events do we celebrate? 
How are our celebrations 
special? How do they 
make us feel? Should we 
celebrate personal 
achievements? Is it 
important to share our 
special moments with 
others? How can we 
work together to create a 
special event? 
 
Lines of enquiry:  

- Exploring 
different types 
of celebrations 
and from 
different 
cultures 

- children’s 
birthdays - 
organising a 
party, creating 
invitations, 
making a 
shopping list, 
singing songs 
and playing 
games 

- February - 
Chinese New 
Year 
(art/performanc
e) - creating 

Once upon a time …  
What stories do we know? 
What are they about? 
Who are they about? 
Where do stories take 
place? How do stories 
usually begin/end? What 
are your favourite stories? 
Why did you enjoy this 
story? Can you tell me 
this story using 
pictures/words/acting it 
out? What happened 
next? What do you think 
will happen after? 
 
Lines of enquiry:  

- Reading and 
retelling a range 
of traditional 
stories 

- Sequencing story 
events and 
beginning to use 
appropriate 
adverbials of 
time (first, next, 
then) 

- Exploring 
language in 
traditional 
stories: 
commonly used 
phrases (e.g 
once upon a 
time), repetition, 
rhythm 

In the Forest  
What is a forest? What 
forest animals do you 
know? What can we 
see/hear/feel in a 
forest? Why are the 
trees important to us 
and to our planet? 
What stories set in a 
forest do we know? 
How is a forest 
different from a ….. 
ocean/desert/city?  
 
Lines of enquiry:  

- Exploring 
woodlands in 
the local area 
- animals and 
plants 
detectives 
(minibeasts 
hotel, bee 
shelter, bird 
watch, flower 
hunt) 

- Investigation: 
what grows in 
a forest? Who 
lives in a 
forest? 

- Understandin
g the 
importance of 

Under the sea 
What is the sea? What 
colours can you see?  
What does the sea 
look/sound/taste like? Who 
lives under the sea? 
What items can be found 
on the bottom of the sea? 
Which of these objects 
shouldn’t be there? Why? 
Which of these objects may 
be harmful to creatures 
living there? Why is it 
important to 
reduce/reuse/recycle? 
What do we mean by 
natural and manmade?  
 
Lines of enquiry:  

- Exploring what the 
ocean is and its 
characteristics. 
Seeing how it 
differs to others.  

- Descriptive 
language  

- Plastic pollution - 
what’s the 
commotion in the 
ocean?  
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and my 
family?  

- How can I 
describe my 
local 
community? 

- What do I 
know about 
London? 

dragons/masks/ 
lanterns, 
dressing up and 
taking part in a 
parade (using 
musical 
instruments), 
cooking  

- January - 
Scottish Burns 
Night - learning 
a traditional 
Scottish dance, 
taking part in 
ceilidh.  

- Pancake Day - 
February - 
Discuss why it 
is celebrated,  

 

- Exploring 
different ways of 
telling a story 
(reading/retelling, 
art, song, 
dance/performan
ce) 

- Sharing their 
favourite stories 

- Soundscaping: 
using sound 
effects (musical 
instruments and 
everyday 
objects) and 
using a range of 
onomatopoeic 
words in retelling 
their chosen 
story 

 

forests for the 
planet 

- Reading and 
retelling  a 
range of 
children’s 
stories set in 
a forest 

- Learning to 
classify: 
putting 
animals and 
plants into 
groups 
according to 
a given key  

- How can we help 
keep our oceans 
safe and clean?  

- What wildlife lives 
and relies on our 
oceans?  

- Classifying fish 
and marine wildlife  

- Senses - sounds 
of the sea  

-  
 
 
 
 

Key Texts  The Naughty Bus 
 
Full, Full, Full of 
Love 
 
The Queen’s Hat 
 
Anna Hibiscus  
 
Non-fiction books 
exploring ‘people 
who help us’ 
Chocolate Cake - 
Michael Rosen 
A Possum's Tail  
Tom Percival - 
Ravi’s Roar  
 
 
 
 

Dinosaur Roar! 
Harry and the 
Bucketful of 
Dinosaurs 
If I Had a Dinosaur 

So Much! The Gingerbread Man 
/ Woman! 
 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
 
The Three Little Pigs 
 
 

In The Forest 
 
Little Red Riding 
Hood 
 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
 
The Gruffalo  

The Snail and the 
Whale 
Rainbow Fish 
Don’t Worry Little Crab 
Julian is a Mermaid 
Mister Seahorse  
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Overview of EYFSP Content (detailing specific focus beyond continuous provision): 

Characteristics of 
Effective Learning Ongoing, throughout the year... 

Communication 
and Language Listening and Attention 

- Nursery - how do we sit on the 
carpet, how do we listen sensibly 
and carefully?  

- Reception - Developing effective 
behaviour for learning behaviours.  

Understanding 
Speaking 

- Nursery - Building vocabulary, starting 
to speak in sentences  

- Reception - Sentence structure using 
varied vocabulary. Beginning to ask and 
answer a range of questions including 
why and who questions.  

Ongoing 
 
Reception - 
Effectively taking 
part in debates, 
beginning to agree 
and disagree with 
other points of view, 
developing an 
awareness of 
listeners needs.  

Ongoing 

Physical 
Development Health and Self Care 

- Eating habits during the school day  
- Energy levels monitored  
- Initial gross and fine motor skills 

assessed + next steps to plan for the 
year.  

Ongoing 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
 
 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

Making relationships 
Managing feelings 
Self confidence and self awareness 
Sharing/Turn taking  

Making and consolidating relationships 
Managing feelings with more independence  
Self confidence and self awareness 
Sharing/Turn taking  

Managing and identifying feelings  
Problem solving and resolution  
Transition  

Literacy Talk for writing approach - hook/initial 
engagement, story map, storytelling/role play 
then desired outcomes.  
Reading 
Writing 

Talk for writing approach - hook/initial 
engagement, story map, storytelling/role play 
then desired outcomes.  
Reading 
Writing 

Talk for writing approach - hook/initial 
engagement, story map, storytelling/role play 
then desired outcomes.  
Reading  
Writing 

Mathematics 
White Rose 
guidance  

Shape 
Length and height 
Making patterns and models 

Positional language focus 
Language relating to money and time 

Weight and capacity 
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Measuring short periods of time 
Ordering and sequencing familiar events 

 

Understanding 
the world People and Communities 

 
People and Communities The World 

Technology 

Expressive arts 
and design (links 
to whole school 
Art Long Term 
Plan) 

Exploring and using media and materials 
(Drawing and painting - Autumn 1 and 
Printing - Autumn 2) 

Exploring and using media and materials 
Being imaginative 
(Drawing and painting - Spring 1 and 
Textiles/Collage - Spring 2) 

Exploring and using media and materials 
(Digital media - Summer 1 and Sculpture - 
Summer 2) 
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